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The Faculty of Philosophy and Political Science
Al-Farabi Kazakh National University

Almaty, Kazakhstan

Speciality: 8D03101 — Sociology

Subject: Moldir Akmadi Dissertation Review

Dear Colleagues,

Below find my review of the current draft of Ms. Akmadi's dissertation titled "Social Perception of
the Belt and Road Initiative in Central Asia."

1. Importance of the topic

The topic of the dissertation is very important. China is a world leader and is working to
expand its trade network and influence in many areas. Kazakhstan is a key partner in many
world spheres. The One Belt, One Road initiative is one of the largest multi- country
projects occurring in the world and understanding the social implications of the changes is
paramount to navigating the challenges ahead. This study utilizing sociological theories will
also develop scholarship in studies of social perception of soft power initiatives.
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2. Reliability, validity, and novelty of the scientific findings

[t is laudable that Ms. Akmadi has completed a mixed methods dissertation with both a
qualitative analysis of Central Asian mass media and a survey of over 2500 adults in
Kazakhstan. This is a novel approach that analyzes publicly produced opinions, as well as
asking the citizens themselves for their personal perceptions.

The qualitative analysis is robust with a review of both state and private media outlets in a
variety of languages. I appreciate the use of Fairclough's model of critical discourse analysis
because it acknowledges the influence of social aspects on the text and interpretations of the

text. This is integral to interpreting the text appropriately and elevates the validity of the
work.

The survey work is an excellent example of how to utilize new online technology to collect
surveys. It is noteworthy that Ms. Akmadi completed this online work around the period of a
world-wide pandemic and thus the ability to utilize online tools is a helpful model. The use
of tools also allowed excellent coverage of all the regions of Kazakhstan for a rich analysis
and helps to increase the external validity of the study.
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3. Scientific and practical importance of the findings
This is an excellent work. It bridges the worlds of scholarship in the English and Russian
language spheres about the Chinese "One Belt, One Road" initiative in a seamless way. Key

scholars are referenced and used to better understand the social perceptions of the initiative,
as well as the initiative itself.

The analysis of mass media from multiple countries uses established tools of critical
discourse analysis. There are important comparisons of the arguments used in government
and private outlets, as well as differences between countries. This provides a nuanced
understanding of social perceptions.

The quantitative survey results show a rich picture of the diversity of views in Kazakhstan.
The findings will be useful for scholars developing social theories of determinants of
acceptance of policy initiatives, as well as practitioners working on the initiative.

The dissertation is an excellent contribution to scholarship and will serve a strong foundation
for future scholars of the topic to build upon.

4. Possible improvements
Based on my reading of the dissertation, I believe that no major changes in the dissertation
are necessary. The author may decide to make minor changes at their discretion.

5. Conformity to general doctoral dissertation standards
The dissertation aligns with dissertations standards that I am aware of and I approve it for
defense.

6. Weaknesses

I did not detect any particular weaknesses in the current draft of the dissertation.

Thank you for the opportunity to work with Ms. Moldir Akmadi these past years on her research
work.

Sincerely,
O/b@ lo(}é’fj\

Christopher M. Whitsel

Department of Sociology and Anthropology
North Dakota State University
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An-®apabu Kazaxcknii HantmoHambHBIA Y HUBEPCUTET
Ammartel, Kazaxcran

CrernmansHocTh: 8D03101 — Counosorus

Tema: OT3BIB Ha AECcepTaImio Mesaip AxMan

VBajkaeMBbIe KOJIJIETH,

Hioke BBI HaifieTe MO OT3BIB Ha TEKYIIHI MPOEKT JMCCEPTALMMU T-KA AKMaIW MO Ha3BaHUECM
"ConuansHOe BOCTIpHATHE HHUIMATHBBI OJIHH 110siC, OJIMH MyTh B LlenTpaibHol Asun'".

BaxxnocTh TEMBI

Tema auccepranuu OueHb BakHA. KuTali ABISETCS MHPOBBIM JIHACPOM H CTPEMHUTCS
pacLIMpUTH CBOKO TOPTOBYIO CETh M BIIMsIHHE BO MHOTHX oOnacTsX. Kasaxcran siBisercs
KITIOYEBBIM [TAPTHEPOM BO MHOTHX MHPOBBIX cepax. MHunmarusa "OnuH 1M0sIC, OUH
IyTh" - OOWH W3 KPYIMHEHIMX MEXKCTPAaHOBBIX TPOCKTOB, MPOMCXOJSIINX B MHUpE, U
[IOHUMAaHUE COLMAIBHBIX TMOCIEACTBUA OTUX W3MEHEHHH WMMEeT TIEPBOCTCIICHHOC
3HQUEHHE JUIsS TPEOMONIEHUsST TPEICTOSIINX TPYHAHOCTEH. DTO HCCIIEHOBAHHE ¢
HCIIONTb30BAHUEM COIHMOJOTMYECKHX TEOPHH Takke OYJIET CIocoOCTBOBATH PA3BUTHIO
HAYYHBIX HCCIICTOBAHUH COLMATIBHOIO BOCIIPUATHS MSITKOU CHJIBI.

Hane:KHOCTh, JOCTOBEPHOCTH U HOBU3HA HAYYHBIX Pe3yJIbTATOB

3acnyXKWBaeT [OXBaIbl TO, YTO TI-Xa AKMaId BBIMOJHWIA JUCCEPTAlMIO €
HCIIONTB30BAHHEM CMEINAHHBIX METOJOB, BKIIOUas Kak KavyecTBeHHbIH anaimms CMU
LenTpansHoi Asum, Tak u onpoc 6oiee 2500 B3pocsieix B Kasaxcrane. 910 HOBaTOPCKHH
MOJAXOA, KOTOPBIA aHAIM3HPYeT OODICCTBEHHO BBIDAKEHHLIC MHCHHS, a TaKKe
CIIPAIMBACT Y CAMMX TPAKIAH O UX JIMUHOM BOCTIPHSITHH.

KauecTBeHHBIN aHaiM3 MPOBEJICH TIIATENBHO, ¢ 0030pOM KaK TOCYIapCTBEHHBIX, TaKk 1
yactHeix CMU Ha pa3audHBIX sI3BIKAX. Sl MEHIO MCIIOIh30BaHUE MOJIETH KPUTHIECKOTO
JMCcKypce-ananuza OiaUpKITo, TOTOMY YTO OHa NPH3HAET BIMSHUC COLHMANIBHBIX aCTICKTOB
Ha TEKCT W WHTEPIpPETAIHIO TEKCTa., DTO HEOTHEMJIEMBIH JIEMEHT JUISl 1PABMIILHOTO
TOJIKOBAHWSI TEKCTA W TTOBBINIACT JTOCTOBEPHOCTH PadOTHI.

PaGoTa ¢ onpocamy SBISIETCS TPEBOCXOAHBIM TPUMEPOM TOTO, KaK HCIOJIb30BATH HOBBIC
OHJIAHH-TEXHOJOTWM JUIsi cOopa OMpOCOB. 3aciy’KMBAaeT BHUMAHMUS, YTO T-)Ka AKMaIn
nposena 3Ty paboTy OHNaliH B MEPHOJ MHUPOBOH TaHIEMHH, M MOITOMY CIOCOOHOCTH
HCTIONB30BATh OHJIAH-HHCTPYMEHTBI SIBJISIETCS TMOJE3HOM MoJelbio. McmonbzoBanue
MHCTPYMEHTOB TaKKe MO3BOJIMIO OXBaTHTH Bce pervoHbl Kaszaxcrana Juist riryOoKoro
aHaJI3a | CITOCOOCTBOBAJIO TTOBBIIIEHHIO BHEITHEH JIOCTOBEPHOCTH UCCIIEIOBAHUS.

KA®E/JPA COIUOJOr MU 1 AHTPONTOJIOI N
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Pecnybauka Kazaxcmat, 2copod Aamamsl, deadyames dessimoe C uoHs dge mulcsvu
deadyams mpembezo e2oda. Tekcm-nepesod O0OKyMeHMA C AH2AUUCKO20 S3blKA HA

pycckull s3blKk 0Obla 8blN0JAHeH nepegodyukom beaxoxcaesol Apyxcan Epacankbi3vl,
20.06.2000 2oda posxcdenus, MMH 000620601345.

[Todnucs

Pecnybauka Kazaxcman, eopod Aamamel deadyams degsimoe utoHa 0ee mulcsayu
dsadyame mpemvezo zoda. A, Kau Eauzasema [epacumoeHa, Homapuyc zopoda
Aamamel, deticmsyrowull Ha ocHogaHuu 2ocydapcmeenHoll auyensuu Ne 0000354 om
20.01.2006 eo0da, ebidaHHOU Komumemom no opzaHuzayuu npagosol nomowu Uu
OKa3aHuto rpududeckux ycaye HaceaeHuro MuHucmepcmea ocmuyuu Pecnybauku
Kasaxcman, ceudemesnscmayto nodauHHOCmMb nodnucu nepesoduuka Beaxodxcaesoli
Apyscan  EpxcaHkbizsl. JIuuHOCMb nepegodvyuka ycmaHos/neHd, 0eecnoco6Hocms U
NO/NIHOMOYUSI NPOBeEPeHbl,
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